
 
Descriptions of First Marking Period Electives 

 
 
 Intro to Art (.5 studio art credits) 

o The course is two marking periods, and is a prerequisite for some other art classes. Students 
will be introduced to a wide range of art techniques and materials through the process of 2-
dimensional and 3-dimensional projects. The first portion of the course concentrates on a drawing 
and painting project based on portraits. The second project relates to fashion and/or sculpture, and 
the last part of the class is dedicated to a printmaking project based on graphics. The course teaches 
basic art and design techniques for each area of study. Students are expected to develop work in an 
individual way and present and exhibit work at the end of every project. Study outside of class will 
also be expected. This general art class aims to cover many approaches to art and design to help 
inspire students to continue their own personal exploration of the visual arts in future arts offerings 
at TSA. Instructor: Laura Perry  
 

 D’a de los Muertos  (.25 studio art credits) 
o This is a sculpture class that will create large papier mache skeleton 

figures in a series of installations that pick up the surrealism of the Mexican celebration 
of Los D’as De Los Muertos (Days of the Dead). I would love to have this work not only displayed 
at the school but at Ava gallery as well. It would be very cool to collaborate with TSA Spanish 
students to create a text for this show. Instructor: Jay Mead 
 

 Comics (.25 studio art credits) 
o This class focuses on giving students the skills needed to produce their own comics. Students will 

explore cartooning, character design, story telling and production. For their final project, students 
will create a mini-comic from their work during the course.  Instructors: Bryan Stone and 
Denis St. John 
 

¥ TASC  This is a semester course 
o Are you tired of book work?  Do you have a creative spirit?  Are you thinking of exploring 

engineering as a potential career path?  The University of VermontÕs Design TASC competition may 
just be the course you are looking for.  This yearÕs challenge is to design and build an emergency 
shelter prototype that can be shipped to countries in need after a natural disaster.  There is also a 
second challenge to create a public service announcement (PSA) that can be broadcast to teach 
people about emergency preparedness.  On December 4th teams from high schools around the state 
will meet at UVM to be judged on their designs/PSAs.  Check out the website at 
http://www.cems.uvm.edu/TASC/2010/ for more information.   

      Instructor: Steve Basham 
 

o Philosophy 
o We will be reading the novel SophieÕs World and using it to explore the history of Philosophy and 

the implications on our own lives. Instructor: Kev in Wilcox 
 

o French Literature 
 Instructor: Florence Tolbert  



o Study Hall 
 This is a not for credit class.  Add four hours a week to your time to study in a quiet, supervised 

space.  Students who would like to be considered for Study Hall must submit a proposal outlining 
how they will use their time. Instructor:  Louise Caldwell 
 

o Systems Thinking  
 Systems Thinking through Nature and Biomimcry:   This class will give an introduction to systems 

thinking, how to observe systems in action around us,  and how to apply systems thinking to our own 
lives, decision making and projects.  There will be an emphasis on getting outside and exploring 
nature from a systems perspective. We will read the books Biomimicry by Janine 
Benyus and Thinking in Systems by Donella Meadows. Instructor: Edie Farwell  
 

o Play Band 
o We will learn the music for the TSA musical, Drood.  Students are expected to be prepared for class; 

with music, instruments, musical equipment, and must be able to demonstrate that they have spent 
adequate time practicing for the class.  Students will be graded on their preparedness, their attitude 
and respect of other students in the class.  All instrumentalists, drummers, and guitar players are 
welcome.  Instructors: Brian Tonks & Mary Newman  
 

o Play Ð Actors and Committee Heads 
 This course is open to students whose responsibilities for the interim musical production are significant 

enough to warrant time spent in the quarter leading up to its launch. This includes lead roles and major 
production committee heads. Enrollment is assigned by the production team, or by permission of Charlie 
as director. Instructors: Charlie McMeekin & Maria Piasecki  
 

o DriverÕs Ed  
 Students must be turning 15 and have or plan to obtain a DriverÕs Permit this marking period 

to attend.  Admission will be based on date permit.   Learn the rules, laws, risks and joys of 
driving!  12 Hours of driving/observing time required.  Students schedule driving time with the 
instructor.  Please check out http://www.yankeedrivingschool.com/home.html for further 
information. Instructor: Gary Netsch        

There is a $550.00 fee for this class.    
 


